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Why is Law important?
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Information
Privacy Act 2020



Privacy Act 2020
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2020/0031/latest/LMS23223.html
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What does this look
like in practice?
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Social Media
Harmful Digital 

Communications Act 2015



Harmful Digital Communications
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2015/0063/latest/whole.html

Cyber bullying is a crime when someone causes harm to another person using

digital technology. To be a crime these three elements must be present:

• Actual harm

• Intention to cause harm to the victim

• A reasonable person would have been harmed by the digital

communication

Adults (18+): 2 years in prison + $50,000 fine

Young people (12 – 17*): Will be dealt with in the YJ system e.g.

police warning, FGC etc



What does this look
like in practice?



https://www.keepitrealonline.govt.nz



• Sending objectionable images

• Consent for photos / videos for 
private use only

• “Catfishing” / Grooming

• Privacy settings online



Sexual Consent
Crimes Act 1961



Sexual Consent
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1961/0043/137.0/DLM329057.html
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What does this look
like in practice?





Rights with Police



The police can legally search you if you give consent, if they have a specific power 
under an Act or if they arrest you. 

Silence counts as consent to searches!

Examples of when they can conduct searches: 

They cannot do an internal search with or without your consent. 

Police Searches

there are reasonable grounds to 
suspect you have illegal drugs or 

an offensive weapon

there are reasonable grounds to 
believe you have evidence 
relating to a serious crime 

they have a search 
warrant



• Ask for the police officer's name, badge number and rank 

• Exercise your right to silence (beyond giving compulsory 

information). You can also stop answering questions at any time. 

• If you are in a public place, you are allowed to take photos/film the 

police. Just make sure you're not in the way & that the police can also 

record you. 

You are allowed to:



You’re said to have no criminal record (criminal conviction history) if all of the following are true. 

If you have:

•had no convictions within the last 7 years

•never been sentenced to a custodial sentence (such as prison, corrective training or borstal)

•never been convicted of a sexual offence (‘specified offence’)

•fully paid any fine, compensation, reparation or costs ordered by the court in a criminal case

•never been banned from driving until further notice (indefinite disqualification)

•never been held in hospital by the court in a criminal case instead of being sentenced, due to 

your mental condition.

Clean Slate Act 2004 
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2004/0036/latest/DLM280840.html



Thoughts?



Having 
problems?

Legal questions

YouthLaw

0800 UTHLAW (0800 884 529)

info@youthlaw.co.nz

www.youthlaw.co.nz

Online Issues

Netsafe: Txt ‘Netsafe’ to 4282

Email help@netsafe.org.nz

Someone to talk to

Youthline: 0800 37 66 33 or txt 234

Threats of physical or sexual 

violence 

Contact the Police

Discrimination

Your local Community Law Centre:

https://communitylaw.org.nz/

Human Rights Commission:

email infoline@hrc.co.nz or call

0800 496 877

Breach in privacy
Privacy Commissioner

https://www.privacy.org.nz/your-rights/making-a-
complaint/


